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carefully-written history of a religious society whose birth, growth, 
decline, and death are intimately connected with important changes in 
the distribution of our municipal population. It had its origin in a 
plethora of the Protestant congregations in the northwestern section of 
the city, and for twenty years or more it had a vigorous life. Before 
the close of the next twenty years the church edifice on Chambers 
Street, together with another on Hanover Street which had been one 
of its feeders, had passed into the possession of the Romanists, who 
now, in that whole region, far outnumber the Protestants. 

" The Sylphids' School " is the longest piece in a volume of poems, 
chiefly didactic or devotional, — many of them hymns written for 
special occasions, or for use in Sunday schools. The reader will recog- 
nize in them, under the garb, but not disguise, of verse, the fervent 
devotional feeling, the genial kindness, and the warm sympathy with 
childhood, which have won for Mr. Pray the honor and affection of so 
large a circle of fellow-workers and friends. 



23. — Tales and Sketches. By Hugh Miller, Author of " The Old 
Red Sandstone," "My Schools and Schoolmasters," "The Testi- 
mony of the Rocks," etc. Edited, with a Preface, by Mrs. Mil- 
ler. Boston: Gould and Lincoln. 1863. 12mo. pp.369. 

These, we are told, are among Hugh Miller's earliest literary com- 
positions ; but there is nothing in them indicative of immaturity of mind 
or of culture. The most important and interesting of the papers are 
the first two, comprising " Recollectious " of Ferguson and of Burns 
respectively, — understood to be substantially authentic, though some- 
what dramatized. Some of the remaining pieces are fictions, deeply 
rather than highly wrought, and illustrating the tenderness of the 
author's sensibilities and the genuineness of his sympathies. The 
whole volume — unlike most last volumes of great men, which are apt 
to be made up of refuse matter — is worthy of being preserved in a 
permanent form, as a memorial of the author's taste and power in a 
department of literature that seems to have little in common with his 
favorite science. 



24. — The Invasion of the Crimea : its Origin, and an Account of its 
Progress down to the Death of Lord Raglan. By Alexander 
William Kinglake. Volume I. New York : Harper and 
Brothers. 1863. 12mo. pp. 650. 

This is not a work to be dealt with in a brief notice, even were the 



